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Agenda 

  “Africa’s Forcibly Displaced: From Ad Hoc Responses to Durable Solutions”  
28-29 August 2019 

Conrad Hotel - Cairo, Egypt 
 

28 August 2019 

8:30 – 9:00 Registration 

9:00 – 9:30 Welcome and Opening Remarks                

9:30 – 10:00 Group Photo and Coffee Break 

10:00 – 11:30  Session 1   

An Evolving Forced Displacement Problem:  

Implications for African Frameworks and Policies 

 

Accounting for one-third of the global refugee population, Africa’s forced displacement is driven by a myriad of complex and often 

overlapping factors. Conflict, terrorism, violence, climate change, natural disasters and health emergencies are amongst the main 

drivers. While mostly intrastate, most conflicts in Africa are regionalized and protracted. An evolving conflict-terrorism-crime nexus 

is adding to the complexity of the threat environment. This session will discuss the scale, root causes, and characteristics of forced 

displacement in Africa, and the challenges they present for African legal frameworks and policies.  

11:30 – 12:00 Coffee Break  

12:00 – 13:30 Session 2 

Preventing Forced Displacement: Inherently Inconsistent or a Paradigm Shift? 

Since the 1990s, the concept of “prevention” has on and off become a staple of international action. Today, with the renewed focus 

on prevention, the question re-arises as to its applicability to humanitarian action, in particular in the field of forced displacement. 

For some, and despite its omnipresence and attractiveness, “preventing forced displacement” is an ill-defined concept at best, if not 

an inherently inconsistent, and hence impractical, concept for the purposes of policy development and programmatic design. For 

others, it is a paradigm shift at the heart of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals’ main aspiration of “leaving no one 

behind”. This session will examine the operationalizability of prevention in the field of forced displacement, and whether it can 

inform concrete policies and sound interventions in the field, informed in that regard by African experiences of forced displacement.  

13:30 – 14:30 Lunch Break  
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14:30– 16:00 Session 3  

Operationalizing the Humanitarian-Development Nexus:  

From Ad Hoc Responses to Durable Developmental Solutions 

 

Despite the commendable efforts and exemplary solidarity of African nations, responses to forced displacement are oftentimes of an 

ad hoc nature (providing relief, shelter and aid, etc.), depriving refugees and host communities of durable solutions, and lacking the 

necessary tools and resources needed to strengthen the resilience of both host communities and displaced populations. This session 

will zoom in on the operationalizing of the development-humanitarian nexus, with a focus on drawing lessons learnt and good 

practices emerging from African progressive policies, innovative programming, and new partnerships in the field.   

16:00- 

 

Free Time and Cultural Program 

 

29 August 2019 

9:00 – 10:30 Session 4   

Operationalizing the Humanitarian-Peace Nexus:  

Towards an Integrated Approach to Dealing with Forced Displacement Across the Peace Continuum    

 

Forced displacement brings along a host of issues that are not necessarily considered in negotiating peace agreements. Inclusivity, by 

means of having IDPs and refugees represented in peace negotiations, is important. Equally – if not more – important, however, is 

addressing these issues, not only in peace agreements, but also in the ensuing efforts of building and sustaining peace. Moreover, 

Africa is host to half of the UN peace operations, including all its high-risk missions, deployed to situations of active conflict, where 

there is “no peace to keep”. African peace support operations and regional coalitions (AMISOM, G5, etc.) are fighting some of the 

continent’s most lethal non-state armed groups, including terrorist organizations. Confronted with forced displacement, these 

missions play important roles in dealing with forced displacement, including protection of civilians, support to the extension of state 

authority, and peacebuilding efforts. This session will focus on the operationalization of the peace-humanitarian nexus across the 

continuum of peace interventions, while mindful of the different doctrinal and guiding principles of peacekeeping and humanitarian 

action.  

10:30 –11:00 Coffee Break 
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11:00 – 12:30 

Session 5  

Responsibility and Burden Sharing 

 

The world’s response to forced displacement remains inadequate and underfunded, leaving refugees with an uncertain future. The 

New York Declaration laid out a vision for a more predictable and more comprehensive response to these crises, known as the 

Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework, or CRRF. It calls for greater support to refugees and the countries that host them. 

Throughout 2017 and 2018, the CRRF was rolled out in diverse refugee situations across more than a dozen countries. Building on 

the discussions of the previous sessions, this session will focus on African experiences with the CRRF, with a view to 

operationalizing the Global Compact for Refugees. 

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch 

13:30-15:00 

Session 6  

 Addressing the Specific Needs of Forcibly Displaced Women, Children and other Vulnerable Groups 

 

Protection needs, especially of women, children and other vulnerable groups, often go undetected or unmet in displacement, 

increasing therefore the risks of exploitation, trafficking, migrant smuggling, sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), arbitrary 

detention, radicalization, and forced recruitment into terrorist and criminal organizations, all breeding further instability and unrest in 

communities, states and regions. This session will shed light on the measures and practices adopted by source and host African 

nations to address the protection needs of displaced women and children and other vulnerable groups including IDPs.  

15:00-15:30 Coffee Break 

15:30 – 17:00 

Session 7:  

Wrap-Up & Recommendations  

Towards an Integrated and Coherent Approach to Addressing the Needs of Africa’s Forcibly Displaced 

17:00 -  Free Time and Departures (Have a Safe Trip) 

 


